
STANDARDS AND ETHICS COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, 2 FEBRUARY 2021 
 

Present: Councillors Joan Hully, in the Chair; Jackie Bowman, Hugh Branney, 
Graham Calvin, Steven Morgan and Russell Studholme. 
 
Officers: Sarah Pemberton (Director of Corporate Services and Commercial 
Strategy (Monitoring Officer)), Clinton Boyce (Solicitor), Stephanie Shaw 
(Electoral and Democratic Services Manager) and Clive Willoughby (Democratic 
Services Officer). 
 
Also Present: Mr Anthony Payne (Independent Person) 
 
 

SEC 20/8 Apologies for Absence  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Doug Wilson. 
 

SEC 20/9 Declarations of Interest  
 
There were no Declarations of Interests made at this meeting. 
 
 

SEC 20/10 Minutes of the Meeting held on 9 July 2020  
 
RESOLVED:- that the minutes of the meeting held on 9 July 2020 be signed by 
the Deputy Chair as a correct record. 
 

SEC 20/11 Exclusion of Press and Public  
 
RESOLVED – that the press and public be excluded for the remaining items of 
business in view of the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in 
paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972. 
 

SEC 20/12 Code of Conduct Complaints  
 

SEC 20/13 Complaint 1  
 
Prior to the commencement of the consideration of the complaint, Members 
were introduced to the complainant and named Member.  Mr Anthony Payne 
confirmed that he was an independent member who was attending to observe, 
challenge and advise. 



 
All parties were advised that the meeting was in private and no recording was 
being made.   
 
Consideration was given to an allegation that the subject Member had breached 
the Town Council’s Code of Conduct. 
 
The committee received representations from the Council’s Solicitor and the 
Chair invited comments from the Complainant and subject Member. 
 
The Committee members were provided with the opportunity to ask questions 
of the Complainant and subject Member.  
 
The Subject Member was given the last word in summing up. 
 
At this point it was suggested that the committee deliberate and consider 
whether the subject Member was acting in a capacity as a Councillor.  
 
At the conclusion of the deliberation it was 
 
RESOLVED – that the committee unanimously agreed that the subject Member 
was not acting in a capacity as a Councillor and therefore there was not a breach 
of the Code of Conduct. 
 

SEC 20/14 Complaint 2  
 
Prior to the commencement of the consideration of the complaint, Members 
were introduced to the complainant and named Member.  Mr Anthony Payne 
confirmed that he was an independent member who was attending to observe, 
challenge and advise. 
 
All parties were advised that the meeting was in private and no recording was 
being made.   
 
Consideration was given to an allegation that the subject Member had breached 
the Town Council’s Code of Conduct. 
 
The committee received representations from the Council’s Solicitor and the 
Chair invited comments from the Complainant and subject Member. 
 
The Committee members were provided with the opportunity to ask questions 
of the Complainant and subject Member.  
 



The Subject Member was given the last word in summing up. 
 
At this point it was suggested that the committee deliberate and consider their 
decision. The Complainant and subject Member were advised that the decision 
would be forwarded to them by email and both then left the meeting. 
 
At the conclusion of the deliberation it was 
 
RESOLVED – on a vote of 4 for, 1 against and 1 abstension that the subject 
Member was in breach of the Town Council’s Code of Conduct and the 
complaint be upheld with the following sanction applied: 
 

a) The Subject Member be issued with a Conditional Warning valid for two 
years. It was also recommended that the subject Member issue a public 
apology to the Complainant.  

 
SEC 20/15 Complaint 3  

 
Prior to the commencement of the consideration of the complaint, Members 
were introduced to the complainant and named Member.  Mr Anthony Payne 
confirmed that he was an independent member who was attending to observe, 
challenge and advise. 
 
All parties were advised that the meeting was in private and no recording was 
being made.   
 
Consideration was given to an allegation that the subject Member had breached 
the Town Council’s Code of Conduct. 
 
The committee received representations from the Council’s Solicitor and the 
Chair invited comments from the Complainant and subject Member. 
 
The Complainant agreed with the Solicitor’s summary of the complaint, the 
subject Member stated that he had not had sight of the agenda papers. 
  
The Committee members were provided with the opportunity to ask questions 
of the Complainant and subject Member.  
 
The Subject Member was given the last word in summing up. 
 
At this point it was suggested that the committee deliberate and consider 
whether the subject Member was acting in a capacity as a Councillor.  
 



At the conclusion of the deliberation it was 
 
RESOLVED – that the committee unanimously agreed that the subject Member 
was not acting in a capacity as a Councillor and therefore there was not a breach 
of the Code of Conduct. 
 
 
 
The Meeting closed at 4.20 pm  
 

 
Chair 


